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YOU LIKE
TO EAT?

NO, I'M 60ING TO THE
CITY'S FACTORY FOR A
WEEK. THEY NEED
REPLACEMENT.

IS IT WORTH I?
WE STILL HAVE SO MUCH
TO HARVEST, POLISH
AND SELL...

WE'LL NEED
THE EXTRA MONEY,
HANDLE THE FARM.
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CAN'T THE
HOUSING
INSPECTORS DEAL

WITH THIS? LEAD'S

THEIR THING.







HI, I'M JENNA TOLBERT,
THE DETECTIVE IN CHARGE OF
THE CHILDREN'S LEAD POISONING
CASE. NICE TO MEET
YOU DR. JOHNSON.

DETECTIVE
TOLBERT.

I WAS EXPECITNG

YOU.I RECEVIED A
MESSAGE THAT YOU
WOULD BE LATE.




SO, DID YOU
FIND ANYTHING
?

NONE OF THEM CONTAIN LEAD.



WE STILL HAVE A BATCH
OF SAMPLES THAT WE NEED
TO INSPECT IN THE LAB.

ANY CLUES ON
YOUR SIDE?

OH WOULD YOU
LOOK AT THE
TIME I NEED
TO INTERVIEW WHAT HAS SHE BEEN
THE MOTHER. DOING ALLTHIS TIME

CALL ME IF
YOU FIND
ANYTHING!



HAVE YOU DONE
RENOVATIONS
RECENTLY?

DOES ANYONE IN
THIS HOUSEHOLD

WORK IN
CONSTRUCTION,
PAINTING,

AUTO REPAIR,
OR RECYCLING?

DOES YOUR KID PLAY
IN DIRTY AREAS OR
CHEW ON SOILED

HAVE YOU FELT
CHANGES YOURSELF?




A WEEK LATER...
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L IT TOOK THE SAMPLES, NEBULISED THEM INTO A —
CLOUD OF FINE PARTICLES AND HEATED THEM UP

INTO A PLASMA PHASE.
L~ <O




THE PARTICLES WERE THEN SORTED BY CONES AND AN ION DEFLECTOR. |
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BUT THAT'S NOT ENOUGH, THE IONS LEFT PASSED THROUGH
_| THE QUADRUPOLE MASS ANALYSER FOR ANOTHER SORTING!

WHAT'S LEFT IS THE MASS-CHARGE
RATION OF THE IONS HITTING THE-

SORRY TO '

INTERRUPT, BUT
IDONT GET A
THING YOU
ARE SAYING.




FINE, T'LL MAKE IT SIMPLE. THE RESULTS ARE
LIKE FINGERPRINTS. THE TURMERIC SAMPLE
CONTAINS LEAD CHROUATE WITH THE
SAME SAMPLE ISOTOPE ! URE AS THE
LEAD FOUND TN THE CHTLDREN'S 810D,

BUT THE TURMERIC
ITSELF IS NOT DANGEROUS.
IT'S THE LEAD-CHROMATE
PIGMENTS IN IT.




NOW HOW DID
THE PIGMENTS END UP
THERE? COULD IT BE

@%M PESTIC[DES?

THAT'S VERY UNLIKELY,
THIS FORM OF LEAD IS
NOT WELL ABSORBED BY
PLANTS AND WOULD NOT
BE SUFFICIENT TO CAUSE
THE BLOOD CONCENTRATION
LEVELS WE OBSERVED.

S0 DO YOU THINK
SOMEONE ADDED IT
DELIBERATELY?

@

LEAD'S IMPACT IS SLOW AND
HARDLY PREDICTABLE. I DON'T
SEE WHY SOMEONE WOULD CHOOSE
/7‘ THAT TO POISON CHIDREN.
“‘:}&' @V/o
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YOU NEVER KNOW.
SINCE WE HAVE
THE "FINGERPRINTS",

CANT WE TRACK DOWN

THE CULPRIT?

YES, I ALREADY FOUND
THE ORIGN OF THE SMPLE,
BUT I'M AFRAID THE
SOURCE IS QUIRE FAR,
AND I CAN'T BRING THE ICP-MS
ON THE PLANE TO VERIFY

\ THAT HYPOTHESIS. J

ISNT THERE A SMALLER
%@WE COULD USE?

ACTUALLY..I THINK
WE HAVE AN X-RAY
FLUORESCENCE
ANALYZER.




YOU COULD DETECT
LEAD WITH IT.

BUT YOU'LL HAVE TO
GET A VISA AND TALK
TO THE AUTHORITIES.

I WOULDNT PLAY
AROUND IF I WERE YOU,
UNLESS YOU HAVE
40,000$ TO SPARE.




HERE ARE THE DETAILS ON TURMERIC.
PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO READ
THEM ON YOUR TRIP. 600D LUCK.
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THAT'S
3

THE
ARCHITECTURE!




I RECOGNIZE YOUR
RESEARCH, THIS 15 A
VERY SERIOUS MATTER.
HOWEVER, WE DO NOT

HAVE THE BUDGET NOR

THE CREW TO ENFORCE
T

DO YOU KNOW HOW LEAD
CHROMATE ENDS UP IN THE
TURMERIC? HAVE YOU EVER
CONSIDERED IT MIGHT
BE INTENTIONAL?

IT MIGHT BE,
BUT AGAIN,
WE CAN'T DO

ANYTHING
ABOUT IT.




IF WE DON'T DO
ANYTHING, THE COST OF
IT ON YOUR YOUNGER
GENERATION,

AND ON THE WORLD'S
POPULATION CONSUMING YOUR
SPICES WILL BE MUCH WORSE
THAN A FEW CHILDREN WITH

LEARNING DISABILITIES AND
HEART DISEASES.

IF IT'S
INTENTIONAL
LIKE YOU sAY, I
MIGHT HAVE AN
IDEA THAT
COULD STOP
THIS.
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MOM, I HEAR
SOME NOISE!













JusT
PLEASE
RECONSIDER
THE FINE
AND
PLEASE
CONSIDER
My

BUSINESS.
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THE CROPS DIDN'T DO WELL,
AND WHEN WE HARVESTED,
THE TURMERIC ROOTS REFUSED
TO DRY IN THE SUN.
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NORMALLY, THEY WOULD
TURN BRIGHT YELLOW,
BUT THAT YEAR, THEY

SIMPLY DARKENED
AND ROTTED.

WE COULD NOT
AFFORD A BAD
YEAR.




AFTER A WEEK OF ‘THE
ROOTS TURNING DARKER AND
DARKER, MY FATHER KNEW
IT. WOULDN'T SELL, SO HE
ASKED HELP FROM OUR
NEIGHBOUR, WHO WAS/ALSO.
A TURMERIC FARMER:

SOMETIMES, TO & S
MAKE EXTRA e =
MONEY, HE'D

et @5

PAINTING  ROAD @

MARKINGS!

HE HAD STOLEN SOME OF

THE PIGMENT/AND MIXED

IT. WITH HIS . TURMERIC
% POWDER.

AT THE MARKET, HIS
TURMERIC LOOKED SO
MUCH BRIGHTER, AND
HE MADE 600D MONEY.




MY FATHER DECIDED
TO DO THE SAME.

PEOPLE WERE HAPPY AND WE
DIDN'T GET ANY COMPLAINTS,
SO WE CONTINUED.




THE EFFECTS OF LEAD
ARE DIFFICULT TO SEE. IT
ACCUMULATES OVER TIME,

BUT FASTER IN CHILDREN, WHO
DEVELOP NEUROLOGICAL DISORDERS.
NOT TO SAY ADULTS ARE SAFE, IT'S

THE THIRD LARGEST RISK FACTOR

OF LETHAL CARDIOVASCULAR
DISEASES

IT'S WORSE
THAN THE
TOBACCO YOU
ARE SMOKING,
SIR.

IS THIS

WHY MY

KID HAS
DIFFICULTIES
IN scHooL?




I LEAVE FOR
LESS THAN A WEEK
AND EVERYTHING
GOES WRONG ON
NATIONAL TV.
HOW IS THIS
POSSIBLE?!




AND WHy I.
SN'T OUR
- SON AT scHooL AT
THIS HOUR?
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KIDS HOME TODAY. &

L VT THAT WOMAN SAYS WE
PUT A POISON IN OUR
FOOD AND IT HARMS

CHILDREN'S BRAINS.

h
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ARE YOU SERIOUS?

IDON'T

THINK
THERE IS
ANY




THIS IS INSANE.
THAT WAS WAY
MORE SERIOUS
THAN I THOUGHT.

I TOLD YOU SO.
I'VE LINED UP
MORE WORK FOR
you.

ALREADY? I'M QUITE

TIRED TO BE FRANK.

COULDNT WE TAKE
A BREA

WE DO NOT
HAVE TIME
FOR THAT.




WAILT FOR ME,
I'M ON MY WAY.

THE END?



A TASTE OF 60OLD

MAY 15™, 2010. TENNA TOLBERT, A DETECTIVE
FROM NEW-YORK CITY, IS CHARGED WITH THE
INVESTIGATION OF AN EPIDEMIC OF LEAD
POISONING. YET, MOST ITEMS CONTAINING LEAD
HAVE BEEN BANNED IN THE 1970s. WHY HAS IT
RESURFACED? IS IT EVEN THAT SERIOUS?

BASED ON TRUE EVENTS.
ALL CHARACTERS ARE FICTIONAL.




